
The City of Corning Recreation Program promotes wellness 
by offering activities encouraging physical fitness and 
healthy lifestyles. One such initiative, the Youth Basketball 
Program, supports participants’ physical health while 
fostering community 
connections. Running 
annually from 
January to 
March, 
this
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program invites children in kindergarten through eighth 
grade to learn basketball fundamentals in a structured yet fun 
environment. The turnout in 2025 reflects the popularity of 

the youth basketball program, with approximately 100 
children participating; this number is double the 

participation from last year.

At the heart of the program are the local 
high school coaches—Nate Borer, the 
varsity basketball coach, and Les Pitner, 
the JV coach. They teach young children 
basketball skills and valuable lessons about 

sportsmanship while also mentoring high 
school students and developing their skills in 

coaching and refereeing. 

Both coaches recognize the meaningful impact 
that the sport of basketball has on children 
and youth, as well as the community. Nate 

Borer, the varsity coach, shared, “It’s been 
incredible to see the growth of this program. 

The program helps children stay active 
and improve their physical fitness. But 

even more than that, we’re building 
connections, helping kids learn how 
to work together, support each other, 
and promote positive values around 
community building.”

Les Pitner shared the values that 
can be gained from basketball, 

“Our recreational basketball 
program isn’t just about teaching 

the game—it’s about building confidence, 
teamwork, and a love for staying active. 
Every time a child steps on the court, they’re 

learning life skills that go far beyond basketball. 
That’s what makes this program so important.”

The City of Corning’s Recreation Program pays high 
school students who coach and referee, provided they meet 
the legal age requirement for employment. This opportunity 

The Paskenta Band of Nomlaki Indians, in collaboration 
with the Tehama County Library, are introducing a new 
collection of Native American literature. These books 
represent works spanning generations by Native and 
Non-Native authors. They provide the perspectives 
of diverse cultures and experiences of indigenous 
peoples. The collection of books includes non-fiction and 
fictional pieces that are diverse enough to appeal to young 
children, youth, and adults. The books will be catalogued 
in the Corning library on Third 
Street in Corning, CA and 
made available for check-out 
by the public.

The book collection is part 
of the ongoing effort by the 
Tribe to promote literacy 
throughout the community, 
beginning with young 
children. All parents want 
their children to do well in 
school, and books are essential 
to their early learning. As young 
children are read to, they build 
their vocabulary and other 
early reading skills. A recent 
study out of Ohio State showed 
that children that are read 
multiple books daily will 
have heard over a million 
more words by the age of five. 
One of the authors of study explained, “Kids who hear 
more vocabulary words are going to be better prepared to 
see those words in print when they enter school … they are 
likely to pick up reading skills more quickly and easily.”[i] 
Children who are read to are given a lasting gift.

The benefits of regular reading extend to young people as 
well. Reading in elementary and middle school provides 
children a huge advantage. Elementary students who 

read thirty minutes or more a day have significantly 
larger vocabularies and better thinking skills. Not 
surprisingly, avid readers become better writers. These 
benefits continue to grow as children enter secondary 
school. Further, high school students who engage in 
reading for pleasure get higher grades in English, 
mathematics, science, and history than their non-
reading peers.[ii] There is similar research that the 
effects of reading for pleasure extends into college.

The Tribe is hoping to draw 
Native and Non-native readers 
alike to the library to enjoy 
the fiction and non-fiction 
books. These books will 
instill a greater appreciation 
of our continent’s diverse 
Indigenous peoples, histories 
and cultures. Some of these 
books contain oral traditions 
and stories that have been 
passed on for generations. 
Reading these books helps 
us engage in conversation 
with the past. Books, as 
Barbara Tuchman reminds 
us, “are carriers of civilization. 
Without books, history 
remains silent.”[iii] Books 
can bring change. They can 

increase our understanding and 
can even change our hearts.

The Everett Freeman Promise Neighborhood initiative 
(“Corning Promise”) continues to support projects that 
improve the developmental and educational outcomes 
in the Corning-Rancho Tehama communities. This is 
one of the many literacy projects supported by Corning 
Promise, the community arm of the Paskenta Band of 
Nomlaki Indian tribe.
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